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Golfing

Weekly

Hello my golfing friends,

While the men fought it out for a share of the richest purse in golf at
The Players Championship, the tournament considered by many to
be the "fifth major", the ladies contested their first real major
tournament, the Kraft Nabisco Championship. Annika Sorenstam
may now be wishing she had kept her goal, of winning all 4 majors
this year, to herself. Although she stated that publicizing such a
bold aim added to her determination to achieve it, in hindsight
perhaps it would have been prudent to have kept it to herself until
she had at least one or two under her belt. Hopefully her
disappointment won't result in reduced resolve when it comes to
competing for the remaining majors later in the season.

Meanwhile, at the TPC at Sawgrass we were treated to the usual
helping of great golf and tense excitement served up by The
Players Championship. Although recent form shows that the vast
majority of winners of this event have previously won at least one
major, I'm sure we'll see this year's young Australian winner, Adam
Scott, go on to do it the other way round. I, for one, will be very
surprised if he doesn't progress from this and start winning major
tournaments in the very near future. Check out his career so far in

this week's_Player Profile.

We've had to put up with an uncharacteristically large amount of
rain here in Tenerife over the last couple of weeks and if the
weather where you are hasn't been too great either, you may want
to take a look at our_Golf Holiday Destination and_Golf Course
Review this week which feature the Caribbean island of Aruba and
its championship quality course, Tierra del Sol.

That's it for now. Don't forget, if there is anything you would like us
to add to Golfing Weekly , or if you have any comments you would
like to make, just drop us a line. This is your magazine and we want
you to enjoy reading it as much as we enjoy putting it together.

All the best,

Andy Smith
Owner/Editor
Golfing Weekly

Back to Contents
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PGA Tour Article - The Players Championship, TPC at Sawgrass

Adam Scott is the Players Champion

Winner, Adam Scott Photo - Getty images

Padraig Harrington, having recorded a
remarkable back-nine 30 for a final round of 66 to
finish at 11 under par, was on the practive range
in anticipation of a possible playoff, knowing that
Scott's 2 stroke lead could easily be wiped out on
the watery 18th hole. As Scott put his tee shot
comfortably in the middle of the final fairway the
engraver started to etch A-d-a-m on the crystal
trophy but must have nearly had a heart attack
when the leader pulled his second shot into the
water alongside the front of the green.

It is no surprise that 23 year old Australian Adam
Scott leads the PGA Tour statistics "Bounce
Back" category. Four times in the Players
Championship, including twice during the final
round, Scott immediately followed a dropped shot
with a birdie on the next hole to keep the field at
least a couple of shots behind him. Only on the
final hole did it look possible that he might
relinquish the lead that he held at start of play.

Padraig Harrington. Photo - Getty Images

Double bogey and a playoff now looked like a distinct possibility and the pressure was really on the
young Australian to put his chipshot close to the flag from where he dropped out, just short of the
long, three-tiered green. His confident stroke put the ball on the top level with the flag but there was
still plenty of work left to make the bogey putt he needed for victory. Displaying the composure of a
true champion, Scott stroked the ball into the hole, then punched the air in obvious delight at his
achievement and the engraver surely breathed a huge sigh of relief before completing his work on

the trophy.

Kenny Perry Photo - Getty Images

Kenny Perry, Phil Mickelson and Frank Lickliter Il
each picked up $416,000 for their shared third
place totals of 280, 8 shots under par for the
week. Having started the day down the field in
30th position, Jay Haas matched Harrington's
final round 66 and was clubhouse leader for a
while before eventually ending up sharing 6th
place with Jerry Kelly and Kevin Sutherland who
had tied for the lead after the first two days of the
championship.

Harrington had to settle for second place and the
consolation of a check for $864,000, an amount
normally reserved for the winner in a regular Tour
event. Both players moved up the world rankings
for their efforts, Scott from 18th to 12th and
Harrington from 13th to 8th. The winning prize
money of $1,440,000 moves Adam Scott up to #3
on this year's PGA money list with a total of
$2,025,000 from just 5 events.

Phil Mickelson. Photo - Getty Images

Copyright Notice: All photographs on this page are reproduced under license from Getty Images and are protected by worldwide copyright laws.

Click on photographs to view the full size image in a new browser window.
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PGA Tour Results - The Players Championship

TPC at Sawgrass, Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida - March 25-28, 2004
Par 72 - 7093 yards (6485 metres)

Position |Player Name ToPar | Dayl | Day?2 Day 3 Day 4 Total
1 Adam Scott -12 65 72 69 70 276
2 Padraig Harrington -11 68 70 73 66 277

T3 |Kenny Perry -8 69 71 69 71 280
T3  |Phil Mickelson -8 70 69 70 71 280
T3 Frank Lickliter Il -8 69 71 68 72 280
T6 Jay Haas -7 72 73 70 66 281
T6  |Jerry Kelly -7 69 66 74 72 281
T6  |Kevin Sutherland -7 66 69 73 73 281

9 Shaun Micheel -6 70 76 69 67 282
T10 |Fred Funk -5 73 71 68 71 283
T10 |Paul Casey -5 72 70 69 72 283
T10 |Bob Burns -5 67 72 72 72 283

PGA Tour Money List

2004 Top Money Earners - updated March 28, 2004 after The Players Championship

Rank |Last Week |Player Events Money Earned
1 1 Vijay Singh 9 $2,259,973
2 3 Phil Mickelson 7 $2,197,100
3 27 Adam Scott 5 $2,025,000
4 2 Stuart Appleby 7 $2,020,120
5 5 Tiger Woods 6 $1,859,850
6 4 Davis Love Il 7 $1,788,211
7 6 Mike Weir 7 $1,446,867
8 7 Jonathan Kaye 8 $1,356,470
9 8 Chad Campbell 10 $1,321,337
10 9 John Daly 7 $1,284,206
11 11 Darren Clarke 7 $1,148,675
12 12 Scott Verplank 6 $1,138,250
13 10 Shigeki Maruyama 9 $1,134,646
14 15 Craig Parry 4 $1,079,250
15 13 Todd Hamilton 8 $1,064,337
16 14 Ernie Els 4 $999,800
17 21 Jerry Kelly 8 $951,880
18 16 Retief Goosen 8 $924,375
19 39 Kenny Perry 9 $885,750
20 17 Chris DiMarco 7 $831,142

For full PGA Tour Results & Money List visit PGATour.com

Back to Contents
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European Tour Article - Madeira Island Open

Sweden's Hanell Reigns in Madeira

In a battle against the elements as well as the
other players, Christopher Hanell scored his first
professional victory this weekend at the Madeira
Island Open. Heavy rain caused delays on Friday
and Saturday and the high winds wreaked havoc
with the scores, making Hanell's 4 under par total
of 284 look very respectable as many others were

posting rounds in the 80s over the weekend. Christopher Hanell

Photo - Getty Images

Swedish players seem to fare well at this
tournament with three previous winners in recent
history and another of Hanell's countrymen,
Steven Jeppesen, taking a share of second place
in this year's event. Jeppesen had started the final
round sharing the lead with Denmark's Knud
Storgaard (finished T7, 287) but a 4 over par final
round left him one shot behind Hanell on 285
along with Australian, Brad Kennedy and

Steven Jeppesen. .
American, Rob Rashell.

Photo - Getty Images

Kennedy had to settle for runner-up spot for the
second time in a month and if it weren't for the
18th hole, which he played twice on Sunday due
to Saturday's rainfall, the outcome could have
been quite different. In the morning he mistakenly
altered his card from a seven to an eight on the
18th, thinking he had incurred a penalty when
taking relief from a cart path. In the afternoon he
only needed a par on the last to complete one of
the best rounds of the day but put his ball in the
rough then the bunker and took a bogey.

Brad Kennedy.
Photo - Getty Images

Graduate of last year's qualifying school, Rob
Rashell's tied second place here makes it two
top-10s from two starts in his European Tour
career so far, having finished tied for 10th at the
Omega Hong Kong Open at the start of the 2004
campaign.
Rob Rashell.
Photo - Getty Images

Copyright Notice: All photographs on this page are reproduced under license from Getty Images and are protected by worldwide copyright laws.
Click on photographs to view the full size image in a new browser window.
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European Tour Results

Madeira Island Open - Santo da Serra Golf Club, Madeira - March 25-28, 2004
Par 72 - 6826 yards (6241 metres)

Pos |Name To Par |[Day 1 |Day 2 |Day 3 |Day 4| Total

1 |Christopher HANELL (Swe) -4 73 67 73 71 284
T2 |[Brad KENNEDY (Aus) -3 62 72 80 71 285
T2 |Steven JEPPESEN (Swe) -3 69 70 70 76 285
T2 |Rob RASHELL (USA) -3 69 67 76 73 285
T5 [Garry HOUSTON (Wal) -2 71 69 72 74 286
T5 [Sam WALKER (Eng) -2 69 72 75 70 286
T7 |Knud STORGAARD (Den) -1 69 67 73 78 287
T7 |Jamie SPENCE (Eng) -1 66 67 80 74 287
T7 [Markus BRIER (Aut) -1 70 70 76 71 287
T7 [John MELLOR (Eng) -1 71 73 72 71 287
T7 [Graeme MCDOWELL (N.Ire) -1 73 69 72 73 287

Click Here to get full scoreboard

Volvo Order of Merit

2004 Top European Tour Money Earners - updated March 28, 2004 after Madeira Island Open

The US$ earnings is an approximate equivalent figure calculated at the rate applicable on the day of publication (€1=$1.2127).

Actual earnings on the European Tour are paid in Euros.

Pos |[Name Country | Events | Earnings (Euros) | US$ (approx.)
1 [Darren CLARKE N.IRE 3 449,122.29 $544,651
2 |Brian DAVIS ENG 7 363,307.00 $440,582
3 |Ernie ELS SA 3 349,309.68 $423,608
4 |Miguel Angel JIMENEZ SP 7 305,762.39 $370,798
5 |Joakim HAEGGMAN SWE 9 303,604.86 $368,182
6 |Padraig HARRINGTON IRE 4 296,474.64 $359,535
7 |Thongchai JAIDEE THAI 5 286,571.45 $347,525
8 |Colin MONTGOMERIE SCOT 6 280,959.67 $340,720
9 [lan POULTER ENG 5 247,262.41 $299,855
10 |JAdam SCOTT AUS 3 233,282.03 $282,901
11 [Raphaél JACQUELIN FR 8 220,626.00 $267,553
12 |[Thomas BJORN DEN 4 212,326.54 $257,488
13 |Trevor IMMELMAN SA 5 211,519.16 $256,509
14 |Paul MCGINLEY IRE 6 200,118.15 $242,683
15 [Brad KENNEDY AUS 9 186,000.58 $225,563
16 |Marcel SIEM GER 5 177,071.49 $214,735
17 |Paul CASEY ENG 4 171,049.75 $207,432
18 |David HOWELL ENG 6 152,389.43 $184,803
19 |[Thomas LEVET FR 7 144,055.01 $174,696
20 [Nobuhito SATO JPN 4 141,970.59 $172,168
Click Here for complete Volvo Order of Merit from EuropeanTour.com

Back to Contents
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World Golf Rankings

2004 World Golf Rankings - Updated March 29, 2004

Rank Last Player Ayg. thal # of Points Pojnts
Week Points | Points | Events Lost Gained
1 1 |Tiger Woods 13.97 | 558.9 40 148.17- 124
2 2 |Vijay Singh 10.15 | 578.8 57 | 107.51- | 129.64
3 3 |Ernie Els 8.97 457.3 51 106.86- | 118.33
4 4 |Davis Love Il 8.62 405 47 73.51- | 109.77
5 5 |Mike Weir 7.63 343.4 45 58.01- | 100.73
6 6 |Jim Furyk 6.28 288.7 46 72.79- 7.54
7 7 |Retief Goosen 5.57 322.9 58 82.47- 55.88
8 13 |Padraig Harrington 5.46 267.4 49 56.46- 64.92
9 8 |Stuart Appleby 5.45 321.3 59 43.36- | 134.07
10 9  |Phil Mickelson 5.4 269.8 50 63.39- | 137.93
11 12 |Kenny Perry 5.08 269.1 53 57.00- 57.02
12 18 [Adam Scott 4.84 285.8 59 38.35- | 144.73
13 10 [Chad Campbell 4.75 294.2 62 39.87- 95.8
14 11 |David Toms 4.59 225.1 49 65.68- 21.19
15 14 |Darren Clarke 4.54 259 57 47.92- 68.28
16 15 |[Scott Verplank 4.02 200.9 50 33.44- 74.56
17 16 [Jonathan Kaye 3.74 216.8 58 29.61- 89.6
18 17 |Fredrik Jacobson 3.53 173.1 49 28.86- 36.37
19 19 |Shigeki Maruyama 3.5 178.4 51 34.44- 79.32
20 20 |Robert Allenby 3.48 198.5 57 45.38- 30.89

Click here for the site of the Official World Golf Ranking
Preview of Next Issue

The PGA Tour leaves Florida this week and heads down to Georgia in readiness for the first
major of 2004, The Masters, which is being held the following week at Augusta National.
Some of the big names are doing their preparation at home while others prefer tournament
conditions and the final warm up opportunity comes in the shape of the BellSouth Classic,
TPC at Sugarloaf, Duluth. Ben Crane returns to try to defend his title.

The European Tour moves from the Portugese island of Madeira to the Algarve, Portugal's
south coast holiday region, for the Algarve Open de Portugal. Four of this year's tournament
winners, Marcel Siem, Miguel Angel Jimenez, Joakim Haeggman and Christopher Hanell
will be there looking for their second victory of 2004. They are joined by six former winners
of this popular event which was first held in 1953.

The LPGA Tour stays in California for the Office Depot Championship hosted by Amy Alcott
at El Caballero CC in Tarzana.

The Champions Tour does not have an event scheduled for this week.

Back to Contents
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LPGA News - Kraft Nabisco Championship

The first LPGA major of 2004 also was the first,
and long-deserved, major for the winner,
Korean-born Grace Park. This was her fifth title,
having won once in each year since she joined
the LPGA Tour in 2000 and with 19 top-10s last
year it was only a matter of time before she
scooped a major.

But it wasn't easy going. Seventeen year old Aree
Song shared the overnight lead with Park and
was not going to give up without a fight and
indeed was two strokes ahead at one point in the
final round. Park fought back and as they
approached the 18th she had turned the tables
and held a two shot lead herself. Song, knowing
she had to make eagle to stand a chance, did so
in style with a 30 foot putt into the heart of the

Photo - Getty Images hole, leaving Park needing to make her six foot
birdie putt for a one stroke victory.

She duly obliged and wasted no time before celebrating her 11 under par win with the traditional
jump into the lake, hence the bath robe she is wearing in the photo.

Karrie Webb played four very solid rounds in testing conditions finishing with a final round of 69 to
take third spot with a 9 under par total of 279.

Aree Song wasn't the only teenager making a big impression at Mission Hills.
Fourteen year old Michelle Wie came in fourth with 281 and picked up the award
for low scoring amateur.

Annika Sorenstam's dream of a major grand slam were dashed on Friday when she carded a 76 in
the windy conditions and, despite two rounds of 69 at the weekend, she could only manage a share
of thirteenth position. There's always next year.

Results and Money List on next page.

Back to Contents

Copyright Notice: All photographs on this page are reproduced under license from Getty Images and are protected by worldwide copyright laws.
Click on photographs to view the full size image in a new browser window.
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Final Scores - Kraft Nabisco Championship - Par 72 - 6,460 yards (5,907 metres)

Pos. |Player Name To Par Scores Total
1 |Grace Park -11 72-69-67-69 277
2 |Aree Song -10 66-73-69-70 278
3 |Karrie Webb -9 68-71-71-69 279
4  |Michelle Wie (Amateur) -7 69-72-69-71 281

T5 [Cristie Kerr -6 71-71-71-69 282
T5 [Catriona Matthew -6 67-75-70-70 282
7  |Mi-Hyun Kim -5 71-70-71-71 283
T8 [Lorena Ochoa -4 67-76-74-67 284
T8 [Candie Kung -4 69-75-71-69 284
T8 [Christina Kim -4 72-72-70-70 284
T8 [Rosie Jones -4 67-73-71-73 284
T8 |Jung Yeon Lee -4 69-69-71-75 284

T13 [Annika Sorenstam -3 71-76-69-69 285

T13 |[Hee-Won Han -3 72-71-71-71 285

T13 |Stacy Prammanasudh -3 71-71-69-74 285

T16 |Laura Davies -2 71-77-70-68 286

T16 |Se Ri Pak -2 72-73-72-69 286

T16 |Karen Stupples -2 70-76-68-72 286

T16 [Young Kim -2 74-72-67-73 286

T16 |Carin Koch -2 70-72-71-73 286

T16 |(Wendy Doolan -2 70-69-72-75 286

LPGA Tour - ADT Official Money List - March 28 2004
Pos. Player Name Prize Money
1 Grace Park $407,948
2 Annika Sorenstam $206,420
3 Cristie Kerr $202,219
4 Aree Song $187,848
5 Karen Stupples $154,194
6 Wendy Doolan $143,356
7 Karrie Webb $138,385
8 Jung Yeon Lee $121,569
9 Lorena Ochoa $119,311
10 Lorie Kane $100,684

Full Scoreboard and Money List can be found at_ www.lpga.com

Back to Contents
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Address & Ball Position by Mel Sole

The Address Position:  For reasons of clarity (because there are left and right handed golfers) | will
refer to front and back rather than left or right. The front foot would be the left foot for right handed
golfers.

A. Setup:

1. Width of stance - The stance should be
approximately the width of the shoulders for the
mid-irons (as in Picture #1). Slightly narrower for
the shorter clubs and slightly wider for the longer
clubs. (Please note the word "slightly™)

Picture #1

2. Posture - As you can see from picture #2 the
knees are only slightly bent (too much bend
causes all sorts of problems with the backswing)
and the arms are hanging down vertically from
the shoulders. This helps keep any tension out of
the arms at the address position. Tension in the
arms at address again causes all sorts of
problems on the backswing. The spine should be
_ relatively straight and the chin held slightly away
Picture #2 from the chest.

3. Hand Position - This is an often neglected position at address. It is important that there is a
straight line from the top of the front shoulder to the ball as in picture #2. This sets the hands in the
correct position relative to the ball position (covered next). Note: The butt of the club should be over
the middle of the front thigh regardless of the club in your hand.

B. Ball Position: There are three ball positions:

1. The irons - The ball position for all regular iron shots (not low, high, uphill or
downhill lies) is about 2" inside the front heel. This automatically sets the hands
slightly ahead of the ball and helps give the desired "slightly downward" blow
that is required for crisp iron shots.

2. The Fairway Woods - The ball position for the fairway woods is directly off
the left heel. This automatically sets the hands even with the ball and helps give
the desired "bottom of the arc" blow required for lofted fairways shots.

_ 3. The Driver - The ball position for the driver is off the instep of the front foot.
Picture #3 This automatically sets the hands even with the clubhead and helps give the
desired "slightly upward" blow required for good tee shots.

Next Week : The Grip - which one is right for your body type?

Mel Sole is a former South African Tour player with about 30 years of teaching experience. He is the co-founder of Ritson-Sole Golf
Schools, which is rated one of the 25 best golf schools in the U.S. Mel's home course is Pawleys Plantation in Myrtle Beach, S.C.
Other Ritson-Sole Golf Schools are located in Wilmington, N.C., Atlanta, Blue Springs, Mo., Harrisburg, Pa., and San Sebastian de
Amola, México. You can visit the Ritson-Sole Website at www.ritson-sole.com .

Back to Contents
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Player Profile - Adam Scott

Australian, Adam Scott was born on July 16th 1980, turned pro in 2000 and earned his PGA Tour
card in 2003. During his first year with the PGA, Scott played in 14 events, making the cut 11 times,
including 6 top 25's, the most notable of which were 3rd position at the WGC-Accenture Match Play
Championship and his first Tour victory at the Deutsche Bank Championship. That win vaulted him
from 40th to 18th in the World Golf Rankings and contributed about three-quarters of his official Tour
earnings of $1,238,736 for 2003.

But despite his young age and short time on the
PGA Tour, Adam Scott is no stranger to the taste
of victory. Outside the PGA Tour, he has four more
professional titles to his credit; 2001, Alfred Dunhill
PGA Championship (S. Africa), and European
Tour events; 2002 Qatar Masters, 2002
Gleneagles Scottish PGA Championship and 2003

2004 TPC at Sawgrass - Getty Images Scandic Carlsberg Scandinavian Masters.

So, is 2004 going to be his year? Well, after

playing in just 5 events this year, Scott has made

the cut 4 times, all of them ending in top-10

finishes. Only Phil Mickelson has recorded more

top-10s so far this year. Starting the year with

7th place in the Mercedes Championship in

January, then being tied for 9th in the

WGC-Accenture Match Play Championship, he

continued his good form by taking a share of 3rd  Lost to Tiger Woods in semi-final 2003 WGC-Accenture Match Play -
at the Bay Hill Invitational a week ago. Getty Images

Finally, this week he answered everyone's million
dollar question (well, $1.44 million to be exact) as
to who was going to take this year's title at The
Players Championship. After we watched some of
the biggest names in golf struggle and even miss
the cut at Sawgrass this week, Adam Scott went
on to win by one shot in a tense finale, giving
audiences from all over the world an insight into
what this young man could be capable of in the

years to come.
2003 Deutsche Bank Championship winner

- Getty Images

In addition to his current world ranking of 12th and his 3rd place on the 2004 money list, Scott's other
statistics are also impressive. He is leading the Greens In Regulation category with 75% and is also
first in the "Bounce Back" category (after dropping a shot, getting it back on the next hole) as well as
holding a share of second spot for top-10s this year. If he carries on like this we are certain to see
him taking a hand in some more exciting finishes in the weeks and months to come.

For more information about Adam Scott,
read his full bio at www.pgatour.com

Copyright Notice: All photographs on this page are reproduced under license from Getty Images and are protected by worldwide copyright laws.
Click on photographs to view the full size image in a new browser window.
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Golfing Destinations

Continuing our series on the Caribbean, this week we feature the island of Aruba.

Aruba - Dutch Caribbean

Aruba is a Dutch colony located in the south Caribbean Sea,
only 15 miles north of Venezuela. It is 19.6 miles long and
only six miles across at its widest point. The island’s southern
coast is populated with white beaches and blue seas, and
also home to the capital city, Oranjestad. Conversely, the
northern coast is best known for his rugged and wild
characteristics, bordering up to the Atlantic Ocean.

The average temperature is 82 degrees Fahrenheit and average annual rainfall is only about 20
inches. Aruba is located outside the hurricane belt.

Aruba is a Dutch colony, thus the official language is Dutch. However, English, Spanish and
Papiamento are also spoken fluently throughout the region. The official currency is the Aruban florin,
which can be obtained via exchange or from local ATMs.

Besides golf, the most popular outdoor activities include deep sea fishing, cycle tours, horseback
riding and the usual assortment of water sports. And for the very occasionally rainy day, there are
several historical and archaeological museums. By night, there are a multitude of clubs and
restaurants that have live music throughout the week, several sunset cruises and a few casinos.
Also, many enjoy a midnight dip in the warm Atlantic Ocean.

Aruba is about a two and a half hour plane ride from Miami International Airport, and American
Airlines makes that flight twice daily. But it is not the only departure point around the United States.
There are scheduled flights from New York, Atlanta, San Juan and Washington D.C. and several
regular charter flights from other major cities making it easily accessible for connecting flights from
anywhere in the world

Since the island of Aruba is so small, renting a car is not a necessity, especially given the
abundance of taxis and easily accessibly bus system. Renting a scooter or motorcycle is another
popular option. But if you are going to explore the entire island, renting a 4-wheel drive jeep is the
best way to go, as it will allow you to explore the rugged terrain on the northern coast.

Abuba is in the Atlantic Standard Time zone (GMT -4), one hour ahead of Eastern Standard Time.

The above map & information was supplied by_TravelGolf.com.

If you are considering a golfing holiday in the Caribbean, call (US toll-free) 888-383-3633 or visit
www.caribbeangolf.com for a FREE Caribbean package quote.

Back to Contents
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Course Review - Tierra del Sol, Aruba

Excerpts from: Syn, Sea and Summer Wind Make Golf
at Tierra Del Sol a Championship Memory

By John Eckberg, Staff Writer for_TravelGolf.com, Photos by Carol Eckberg

The breeze that pushes three irons toward the ocean in North
Carolina and later lifts wedges into the pot bunkers of Wales
and Scotland has its roots here — at Tierra del Sol Resort and
Country Club on the rugged north coast of Aruba. If golf is a
game of strategy and skill - an historic battle between a golfer,
the land and the wind - then the frontline of that centuries-old
fight is here on Aruba, where the Gulf Stream wind is born and
blows from this island north past America to Great Britain.

A challenging championship course of stunning beauty close to the shoreline of the churning
Caribbean Sea, this stretch of 18 holes designed by Robert Trent Jones Il is at times
otherworldly. Great and memorable vistas stretch past a raw and rugged moonscape of rocky
shore. Lizards duck and dodge through the tawny landscape, a desert that burns in stark
contrast to the emerald green of the course. High above is a big blue umbrella sky, and all is
framed by the turquoise sea.

A lighthouse is an ever-present symbol of the danger of the
ocean, and for a golfer, it is a reminder of the sneaky wind that
keeps the golf, even on simple holes, challenging and
rewarding. What seems like a slight breeze from the tee is a
fairly stiff wind up there where the ball soars. It costs the
unwary golfer 20 or 30 yards of carry and probably five or six
strokes per round for under-clubbed shots.

A global positioning system in the golf carts provides tips and keys to each hole with
suggestions about how to each the shot. Drift one out over the traps, reads one tip, the wind will
bring it back. It does, too. Pay attention to those tips.

In the past, few have come to Aruba to golf. Why would they? The place has more wrecks for
scuba and snorkeling anywhere in the world. There was that wind and besides, lazy afternoons
at the beach are an ever-present temptation.

Most visitors to this island about 20 miles from the Venezuelan shore also came for the casinos
that are downtown or out on the north shore. They came for the glorious food, the steel bands
playing in the afternoon sun, the friendly locals and for the brilliant green sea and soft sand
beaches. That is changing as Tierra Del Sol (literally Land of the Sun) develops its reputation
among European, English and American golfers. Americans have already discovered this
course with about eight of nine rounds played by visitors from the U.S.A. It is the only
championship course on the island because, after all, one exotic golf course is enough for one
exotic vacation.

Serious golfers should not scoff at this course’s 6,811 yard length from the gold tees, 6,453
yards from the turquoise tees and 6,011 yards from the white tees. Most tourists tee it up from
the white tees, says Tierra del Sol professional Aaron Ressler, a 28-year-old transplant from
Olympic Hills Country Club in Eden Prairie, Minnesota. Ressler, who is in his second year here
as head pro, has seen the furrowed brows of scratch golfers in the clubhouse, guys who think
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that modest length will make this course a babycakes afternoon of pitch and putt. He lets them
find out for themselves that Tierra Del Sol is a barracuda.

"It looks a lot easier on the scorecard. They see the 6,800
yards and think, oh, it's a short course but here the biggest
misconception is playing what looks like an open shot,"
Ressler says. "They don't allow for the wind. "Golfers look,
think eight iron and they’ll play it here because the wind
doesn’t seem that strong. It's never enough." His favorite hole
is the par 5 No. 14 because it probably is a little unfair and
certainly is challenging enough for every golfer who gazes out
at its 534 yards from the gold tees and thinks driver,
three-wood, short iron, birdie. "You have to hit each shot perfect,” Ressler says. "The fairways
are narrow and even if you nail your drive, and second shot, you can find yourself 190 into the
green." And yes, those are red OB stakes there just a club-length or two from the left fringe of
the green.

The course meanders past the sea for the first couple of holes and then heads inland through a
dusky landscape of cacti, rock and divi-divi trees, which always lean west with the wind. Look
for fast but fat iguanas, some as long as your arm. Sometimes wild goats find their way onto the
course, too, and then disappear into the scrub just as quickly as they arrived. There are
screeching parakeets, too, and shorebirds that play on the breezes above the Bermuda grass
and fairway bunkers. The course never absolutely hugs the shoreline but the ocean is there all
the time. You can hear it or taste the briny breeze on all of the holes.

The second nine twists inland past golf villas and resort homes that rent for as little as $325 per
night for a two-bedroom condominium and $455 a night for a three-bedroom house that sleeps
six people. Tack on an extra $50 a night for a place with a private pool. The rent brings with it
unlimited daily golf and a cart. It is an extraordinary deal. The package also offers beach access
at the nearby Holiday Inn SunSpree Beach Resort.

Tierra del Sol is a course that is meant to be enjoyed more
than once in a lifetime. Just ask Paul Ladwig. He is one
American golfer who can’t get enough of this course. The
executive director of communications and marketing for Ohio
University in Athens, Ohio, he has played Tierra del Sol 15
times. He has plans, too, to play it at least 15 more times in the
years to come and who can blame him for that? "Playability is
the key. From the par shooters to the high handicappers, the
course is fair and a wonderful golf challenge," Ladwig said.
"The scenic views on the course make it tough at times to keep your thoughts on golf. For me,
it's the best island golf."

Tees Rating Slope Yardage
Gold 74.2 132 6,811
Turquoise 73.9 121 6,453
White 70.7 119 6,011
Coral 70.6 121 5,002

The above article and photos are reproduced here with the kind permission of TravelGolf.com.

If you are considering a golfing holiday in the Caribbean, call (US toll-free) 888-383-3633 or visit www.caribbeangolf.com for a FREE
Caribbean package quote.
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