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A Word for your Editor

Hello my golfing friends,

This is an exciting time for me. We've only been publishing Golfing Weekly  for a month and I'm
overwhelmed by the response it's getting. I'd like to wish a warm welcome to all the new readers
who have joined us since the last issue. We now have readers on every continent, so keep
spreading the word and we'll soon have readers in every country in the world.

There was a lot of great action this week and victories from some great players who haven't
been in the limelight for a few years. Steady and solid sound like boring words to use but how
else can I describe the consistent, focussed performances of our winners this week. Appearing
not to notice the pressure, they just kept hitting the fairways and greens and held it together
despite seeing the excellent golf being played by their competitors.

I couldn't resist the opportunity to highlight the career of one of this week's winners, Mark
O'Meara, who, despite not having won a tournament for almost six years, retains his Tour
exempt status as one of the all-time top 25 career money earners.

That's it for now. Don't forget, if there is anything you would like us to add to Golfing Weekly, or
if you have any comments you would like to make, just drop us a line. This is your magazine
and we want you to enjoy reading it as much as we enjoy putting it together.

All the best,

Andy Smith
Owner/Editor
Golfing Weekly
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PGA Tour Article - Ford Championship at Doral

Parry Eagles Playoff to win Supercar

Craig Parry. Photo - Getty images

Australia's Craig Parry pulled off the most
remarkable second shot from the 18th fairway
in the first, and only, playoff hole against Scott
Verplank after they finished level at 17 under
par in the Ford Championship at Doral this
weekend. Parry's iron shot from 176 yards out
landed on the front of the green but it wasn't
until the roar went up from the crowd that he
knew it was in the hole and victory was his.

Verplank had played a wayward tee shot into
a tree on the right of the fairway but had
recovered well to leave his ball on the back of
the green for two. He watched as his
opponent's ball rolled into the hole and went
right over to congratulate him. Apart from the
$900,000 first prize, Parry also won a
$140,000 Ford GT supercar which starts a
2-year limited production run this summer. Verplank congratulates Parry on fairway

Photo - Getty Images

Retief Goosen. Photo - Getty Images

Verplank had played his own spectacular shot
on the 17th hole of normal play when he
struck his ball 155 yards from a fairway bunker
to within two feet of the pin, then holed out to
draw level going to the last. Close on the
heels of the leading pair throughout the final
day was South African, Retief Goosen who
carded a 66 and missed the playoff by just
one shot.

Joe Durant started the week well with a 66
which put him in second place on day one and
he shot a 68 on Sunday to finish in fourth
place with a 15-under par total of 273.
Bernhard Langer of Germany recovered from
a first day 75 with scores of 68, 66 and 65 to
finish tied for fifth place with K.J. Choi, David
Toms and Gene Sauers. Joe Durant. Photo - Getty Images

Copyright Notice: All photographs are reproduced under license from Getty Images and are protected by worldwide copyright laws.

Click on photographs to view the full size image in a new browser window.
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PGA Tour Results

Ford Championship, Doral Golf Resort & Spa, Miami, Florida
March 4-7, 2004 - Par 72 - 7125 yards (6515 metres)

Pos. Player To Par Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Total

1 Craig Parry -17 71 65 67 68 271
2 Scott Verplank -17 67 72 65 67 271
3 Retief Goosen -16 67 68 71 66 272
4 Joe Durant -15 66 72 67 68 273

T5 Bernhard Langer -14 75 68 66 65 274
T5 K.J. Choi -14 70 69 66 69 274
T5 David Toms -14 72 68 65 69 274
T5 Gene Sauers -14 70 70 64 70 274
T9 Mark Calcavecchia -13 68 69 70 68 275
T9 Danny Ellis -13 69 69 67 70 275

You can view the complete results by visiting
www.pgatour.com

PGA Tour Money List

2004 Top Money Earners - Updated March 7, 2004
after Ford Championship at Doral

Rank
This
Week

Rank Last
Week

Player Name
# of

Events
Earnings 2004

1 1 Vijay Singh 7 $2,078,140
2 2 Phil Mickelson 6 $1,781,100
3 3 Tiger Woods 4 $1,731,000
4 4 Stuart Appleby 5 $1,480,120
5 5 Mike Weir 6 $1,446,867
6 6 Jonathan Kaye 7 $1,356,470
7 7 Davis Love III 4 $1,181,400
8 8 John Daly 5 $1,139,646
9 11 Shigeki Maruyama 7 $954,339

10 9 Ernie Els 2 $943,000
11 10 Darren Clarke 5 $930,000
12 19 Retief Goosen 6 $924,375
13 -- Craig Parry 1 $900,000
14 13 Chris DiMarco 5 $800,767
15 51 Scott Verplank 4 $791,450

For full PGA Tour Money List
visit PGATour.com
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European Tour Article

O'Meara triumphs in Desert Classic
Mark O'Meara, after a victory drought of nearly
six years, played a solid final round of 69 to
win the Dubai Desert Classic with a 17 under
par total of 271, one shot clear of closest rival,
Paul McGinley. The pair had been grouped
together throughout the tournament and
began their domination on day two when the
Irishman, McGinley finished with a one shot
lead over American, O'Meara.

Mark O'Meara.

Photo - Getty Images

Paul McGinley.

Photo - Getty Images

They shared the lead on 14 under going into
the final round but O'Meara's solid play gave
him the edge in the end. At the par 5, 18th
hole McGinley found the green in two strokes
but couldn't quite make the eagle putt he
needed to force a playoff. O'Meara missed his
birdie putt but par was enough to secure
victory.

Third place was shared by David Howell of
England and South Africa's Ernie Els a further
3 strokes off the pace. Howell was close
behind the leading pair throughout the
tournament having put in a 5 under par 67 on
the first day. He matched that score on the
final day and was joined on the 13 under total
of 275 by Ernie Els who put in a late run with a
last day score of 65. David Howell.

Photo - Getty Images

Ernie Els.

Photo - Getty Images

Tiger Woods, with a 4-round total of 276
(70-69-69-68), made it 5 out of 5 top-ten
finishes this year by taking a share of fifth
place with Brian Davis, Marcel Siem and
Thongchai Jaidee who have all also won
tournaments already in 2004.

Copyright Notice: All photographs are reproduced under license from Getty Images and are protected by worldwide copyright laws.

Click on photographs to view the full size image in a new browser window.
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European Tour Results

Dubai Desert Classic - Emirates Golf Club, Dubai.
March 4-7, 2004 - Par 72 - 7264 yards (6642 metres)

Pos.
Player To Par Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Total

1 Mark O'MEARA (USA) -17 70 64 68 69 271
2 Paul MCGINLEY (Ire) -16 68 65 69 70 272

T3 David HOWELL (Eng) -13 67 71 70 67 275
T3 Ernie ELS (SA) -13 70 68 72 65 275
T5 Tiger WOODS (USA) -12 70 69 69 68 276
T5 Brian DAVIS (Eng) -12 70 66 69 71 276
T5 Marcel SIEM (Ger) -12 70 70 70 66 276
T5 Thongchai JAIDEE (Thai) -12 69 67 73 67 276
T9 Peter LAWRIE (Ire) -11 69 69 71 68 277
T9 Joakim HAEGGMAN (Swe) -11 70 70 68 69 277
T9 Greg OWEN (Eng) -11 71 65 72 69 277

Click Here to get full scoreboard

Volvo Order of Merit

2004 Top European Tour Money Earners
Updated March 7, 2004 after Dubai Desert Classic

Rank
Player Country # of Events Earnings (Euros) US$ (approx.)

1 Darren CLARKE N.IRE 3 €449,122.29 $555,326.24
2 Ernie ELS SA 3 €349,309.68 $431,910.94
3 Miguel Angel JIMÉNEZ SP 6 €305,762.39 $378,066.02
4 Brian DAVIS ENG 6 €300,812.01 $371,945.03
5 Padraig HARRINGTON IRE 4 €296,474.64 $366,582.00
6 Thongchai JAIDEE THAI 3 €260,636.69 $322,269.45
7 Ian POULTER ENG 5 €247,262.41 $305,732.55
8 Adam SCOTT AUS 3 €233,282.03 $288,446.23
9 Thomas BJÖRN DEN 4 €212,326.54 $262,535.40

10 Trevor IMMELMAN SA 5 €211,519.16 $261,537.10

Click Here for complete Volvo Order of Merit
from EuropeanTour.com
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Golf World Rankings

2004 Golf World Rankings
Updated March 8, 2004

Rank
Last

Week
Player

Points
Avge.

Total
Points

# of
Events

Points
lost

02/03

Points
Gained

2004
1 1 Tiger Woods 14.84 593.46 40 105.75- 116.13
2 2 Vijay Singh 10.13 587.62 58 87.86- 118.79
3 3 Ernie Els 9.11 464.84 51 95.59- 114.58
4 4 Davis Love III 8.47 389.83 46 54.15- 75.21
5 5 Mike Weir 7.77 349.68 45 51.68- 100.73
6 6 Jim Furyk 6.40 307.13 48 54.40- 7.54
7 7 Retief Goosen 5.78 335.16 58 70.16- 55.88
8 8 Phil Mickelson 5.16 263.06 51 45.04- 112.87
9 10 Stuart Appleby 4.84 285.31 59 38.51- 93.27
10 12 David Toms 4.82 236.11 49 52.30- 18.79
11 9 Kenny Perry 4.79 249.32 52 46.60- 26.83
12 11 Padraig Harrington 4.72 231.18 49 44.69- 16.92
13 13 Darren Clarke 4.39 254.87 58 36.58- 52.8
14 14 Jonathan Kaye 3.91 230.93 59 15.49- 89.6
15 15 Chad Campbell 3.67 224.15 61 33.20- 19.08
16 28 Scott Verplank 3.64 181.98 50 24.85- 47.01
17 17 Nick Price 3.60 144.11 40 32.19- 13.98
18 19 Chris DiMarco 3.47 183.86 53 39.81- 53.68
19 18 Fredrik Jacobson 3.45 162.09 47 23.66- 20.21
20 16 Robert Allenby 3.41 194.62 57 35.21- 16.81

Click here for the site of the Official World Golf Ranking
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Other Golf News This Week

AAMI Women's Australian Open

England's Laura Davies extended her record of at least one win per year in her 19 year career
when running away with the Women's Australian Open, six shots clear of her nearest rival,
Australia's Rachel Teske. The final round was interrupted by rain on Sunday and had to be
completed early on Monday morning.

1 Laura Davies (ENG) 283 -5

2 Rachel Teske (AUS) 289 +1

3 Trish Johnson (ENG) 291 +3

T4 Michelle Ellis (AUS) 293 +5

T4 Martina Eberl (GER) 293 +5

T6 Johanna Head (ENG) 294 +6

T6 Carina Vagner (DEN) 294 +6

T6 Karrie Webb (AUS) 294 +6

9 Sophie Sandolo (ITA) 295 +7

T10 Stefania Croce (ITA) 296 +8

T10 Sarah-Jane Kenyon (Am) (AUS) 296 +8

T10 Karen Pearce (AUS) 296 +8

T10 Charlotta Sorenstam (SWE) 296 +8

Photo - Getty Images

Full Results at
www.ladieseuropeantour.com

Champions Tour - The Mastercard Classic

After receiving treatment on Saturday for high blood pressure, sixty year old Ed Fiori went on
to win the Mastercard Classic in a playoff with Australia's Graham Marsh. It took 3 playoff
holes to decide the outcome but in the end par was good enough to take the title and the
winner's check for $300,000, the largest in Fiori's career. The win earns him a place in this
year's US & British Seniors Opens.

1 Ed Fiori -6 210

2 Graham Marsh -6 210

3 Hugh Baiocchi -5 211

T4 Jack Spradlin -3 213

T4 Jay Sigel -3 213

T4 Jim Ahern -3 213

T7 Andy Bean -2 214

T7 Hale Irwin -2 214

T7 Tom Jenkins -2 214

T7 Sam Torrance -2 214 Ed Fiori. Photo - Getty Images

World Sand Golf Championships

A host of top european golfers turned out on
Monday March 8th for the first ever World Sand
Golf Championships. The one-day Pro-Am
tournament was held on the Ghazal Golf Club
Course in Abu Dhabi, capital of the United Arab
Emirates. The winner of the event was England's
Greg Owen who also tied for ninth place in last
week's Dubai Desert Classic.

Greg Owen. Photo - Getty Images

Copyright Notice: All photographs on this page are reproduced under license from Getty Images and are protected by worldwide copyright laws.

Click on photographs to view the full size image in a new browser window.
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Preview of Next Issue

Looking at the fields for this week's events it would appear that Tiger,
Vijay, Ernie and a few of the other players at the top of the world rankings
are all taking the week off so I'm looking forward to some competitive golf
from the strong fields of players who are working this week.

PGA Tour

The PGA Tour stays in Florida for the Honda Classic at The Country Club
at Mirasol, Palm Beach Gardens. The strong field for this event includes
at least six previous winners although the only player to win the Honda
Classic twice in recent history is Mark Calcavecchia (1998 & 1987) so
maybe we will have another new name to add to the winners list.
Personally, I fancy Mark Calcavecchia, Davis Love III and Fred Couples
to figure in the final outcome.

European Tour - International Schedule

The European Tour stays in the Gulf for the Qatar Masters at Doha Golf
Club. Miguel Angel Jimenez of Spain looks like the one to watch but a
large portion of the field have had a week to get used to the Middle East
climate and it will be interesting to see who comes out on top.

Champions Tour

After a week south of the border, the Champions Tour returns to
California for the SBC Classic at Valencia Country Club.

LPGA Tour

The LPGA Tour starts their 2004 schedule this week at the Welch's/Fry's
Championship, Randolph North Golf Course, Tucson, Arizona.

Back to Contents
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Golf Tip

For Pitching try the 7 - 8 - 9 Method

by Mel Sole

Most of the amateurs I play with hit the ball well from tee to green, but when they get
within 50 yds. of the green they seem to struggle. "I don't have time to practice these
shots", they tell me. "The pros have all the time in the world to stand and work on
these shots, so they develop "feel"."

Here is a method that requires a little practice initially, but once you have established
your distances you will be able to rely on it in the future.

The Technique.

Imagine as you address the ball that you have a large clock in front of you. Learn to
swing your left arm (right arm for left handers) to the various "hours" of the clock. This
is the 7-o'clock position:

Notice there is a slight wrist cock. This is important as you need to cock the wrist to
help deliver a slightly downward blow through the shot. Practice hitting shots like this
until you can consistently hit shots a certain distance. This will become your 7-o'clock
shot.

This is the 8-o'clock position:
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Practice hitting shots swinging your left arm to 8-o'clock and note your distances. This
will become your 8-o'clock shot.

This is the 9-o'clock position:

Practice the same as the first two shots, while swinging your arm to 9-o'clock.

Finish off swinging the arm to 10-o'clock and you will now have four specific distances
that you can consistently pitch the ball.

Distances will vary from player to player as in full shots, but once you have them
established you have a tried and true method to rely on. When you find yourself 40
yds. from the flag on the course you can say to yourself, "OK, this is my X-o'clock
shot." and you know for sure that if you swing your arm to that position, the ball is
going to go about 40yds.

Important Points for the Pitch Shot

Three things are very important in the pitch shot.

1. Notice that at address the majority of my weight is on my front foot. This is important
to help you not only keep your body steady during the swing, but to help you impart
the downward blow that is important in creating the backspin you want on this shot.
You will also notice looking at the other positions during the backswing that my weight
does not shift to the back foot at any time. I keep my weight on the front foot even at
the top of my backswing. (This is only for the pitch shot - not for full shots.)

© Golfing Weekly - Issue 4 - March 8, 2004 12



2. It is important that the pace of the swing be consistent throughout. It is no good
swinging slowly through one shot and quickly through the next. You'll get very
inconsistent results. Try to imagine a pendulum and the way it moves backward and
forward at the same pace. Try to fell this in all of your pitch shots.

3. Lastly, as you see here:

it is important to follow through. Do not stop your follow through on this shot or you will
constantly come up short. The follow through should finish at about 3 o'clock.

And finally as in picture #6 make sure that the follow through is directly at the target
and not around your body.  The hands should finish in about the middle of your chest.

With just a little practice to establish your distances and pace, you will find playing
these shots a lot more fun. You'll also get a lot of comments from your playing partners
like "Where did you learn to pitch all of a sudden?"

Mel Sole is a former South African Tour player with about 30 years of teaching experience. He is the co-founder of
Ritson-Sole Golf Schools, which is rated one of the 25 best golf schools in the U.S. Mel's home course is Pawleys Plantation
in Myrtle Beach, S.C. Other Ritson-Sole Golf Schools are located in Wilmington, N.C., Atlanta, Blue Springs, Mo.,
Harrisburg, Pa., and San Sebastián de Amola, México. You can visit the Ritson-Sole Website at  www.ritson-sole.com .
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Player Profile

Mark O'Meara
In a professional career spanning over 20 years to date, Mark O'Meara has won 30
tournaments, 16 of them on the PGA Tour including two majors.

1998 Masters - Getty Images

At age 41 he became to oldest player ever to
win two majors in the same year by taking the
1998 Masters and British Open titles and then
finished off the year by beating close friend,
Tiger Woods, in the final of the Cisco Systems
World Match Play Championship at Wentworth.
Consequently, he was named PGA Player of
the Year for 1998.

Born in 1957, Mark O'Meara turned
professional in 1980. Having won the U.S.
Amateur Championship the previous year. He
was named rookie of the year and never
looked back.

Between 1984 and 1999 O'Meara was
selected to represent the United States in no
less than 17 team competitions including 5
Ryder Cups and 7 Dunhill Cups.

1998 British Open - Getty Images

Dubai Desert Classic 2004 - Getty Images

Not having won a Tour event since 1998, Mark
O'Meara showed that, at the age of 47 he can
still hold his own against the best players in the
world. In the photo (left) we see him being
presented with the winner's trophy by His
Higness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai after winning
the Dubai Desert Classic  on March 7, 2004.

For more information about Mark O'Meara,
read his full bio at www.pgatour.com

Copyright Notice: All photographs reproduced under license from Getty Images and are protected by worldwide copyright laws.
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